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Unimer MD Howard Grant joins Atlas Board


January 2008
Atlas Products International has made a second important addition to its Board in the space of three months with the announcement that United Merchants (Unimer) MD Howard Grant has agreed to become a non-executive director.

The news comes hard on the heels of the appointment in October of Bill Pugsley as the company’s non executive Chairman and is a further signal of Atlas’s determination to have the best eCommerce industry brains at its disposal to develop and enhance its portfolio of products and services for the benefit of customers.

Said Atlas Managing Director Allan Gray:

“I have always recognised the value of having skilled and experienced people to offer fresh, external perspectives on our business and the marketplace generally, but the difficulty of course is that the right people aren’t always available.

“So I’m absolutely delighted to have secured the services of both Howard and Bill in such a short space of time. Together they will significantly bolster our capabilities as a business.

“I have known Howard for a number of years and our association with Unimer goes back more than a decade. Howard has a substantial financial background and an impressive track record of building and developing successful businesses –

which is good news for us and for our customers.”
Howard Grant – a brief profile:

• Howard Grant has been the Managing Director of United Merchants (Unimer) plc for the last three years during which the business has grown by around 50%.

• Unimer is the largest builders merchant co-operative in the country handling in the region of £900 million worth of transactions in the current financial year.
• A Chartered Management Accountant Howard has worked in several business sectors including food and defence electronics, before joining the building

materials sector, as finance director of ECC Quarries.

• After a successful five years, Howard moved to the Building Materials division of Aggregate Industries, becoming Managing Director of the Bradstone,

Charcon and Masterblock businesses which he led for five years of growth and development.

• Throughout his career Howard has been heavily involved in all aspects of IT and systems development and has led the implementation of three major

ERM projects.

• With Unimer he is involved with the development and promotion of e-commerce within the building materials sector and has spoken at several recent

industry seminars.

Commenting on his appointment, Howard said:

“I have followed Atlas’s progress with interest for some time - they have been a leading player in helping many organisations large and small to enjoy the benefits of affordable, secure and reliable e-commerce. I’m pleased to be able to play an active part in the future growth and development of Atlas which can only be good for the growth of the use eCommerce as a whole.”
